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Are you a good cook who could share your skills. Would you enjoy the challenge, broaden skills and cook for a larger number of people? We need volunteers to help us cater for our three-night retreats that we hold throughout the year for those seeking space, hope and renewal. Could that be you? 
Location: The Greenhouse at Barnes Close, Chadwich Manor Estate, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B61 0RA.
Time commitment: Monday to Thursday.
Lent Encounter Retreat: 16-19 March 2026, Time and Space Retreat: 20-23 July 2026, Advent Encounter Retreat: 23-26 November 2026.
About us
The Greenhouse at Barnes Close is an ecumenical Retreat Centre. We have day and residential retreats, community gatherings and more making space to explore faith and justice, reconciliation and peace. 
Volunteers are at the heart of our community. From our Board of Trustees to hospitality, housekeeping and grounds maintenance we value all of our volunteer’s contributions in this special place.
About the role 
Our retreats are provided as part of the work of The Greenhouse at Barnes Close. As a volunteer Cook, you’ll get to bring the recipe ideas, plan the menu, shop, prep, cook and serve. It’s a great opportunity to enhance your skills, and be a part of community gatherings.
You will need to plan and deliver each day; a simple breakfast, lunch and cooked evening meal for between 10-15 guests over three days. (Menu to be discussed in advance with the Director).  You’ll also get the option to stay with us for the duration of the events. Additionally:
· Dining room set up and food service at mealtimes.
· Kitchen, dining area clear ups, completed to food hygiene requirements.
· Complete online Food Hygiene qualification as appropriate.
Key skills required 
· Provide a reference about your abilities as a cook.
· Ability to work as part of a team and follow health & safety guidelines, and food hygiene standards.
· Self-motivating, reliable and a positive, can-do attitude.
· Friendly and approachable manner.
Benefits to you 
· You’ll learn how to cater for larger numbers and how to make nutritionally balanced meals.
· Meet new people and be part of a friendly, supportive team.
· Impressive skills to add to your CV and a reference if/when you need it. 
What you can expect from us
· An introduction to how the organisation works and your role in it. With induction, information, training and support that you need to thrive in your role.
· This is a voluntary role with no payment, but reasonable expenses may be reimbursed with prior agreement.
· Opportunity to share weekday midday prayers and lunchtime with other staff and volunteers.
· A safe working environment with appropriate training and personal protective equipment (PPE) should you need it for your role. 
· All volunteers and staff are supported in line with our Equal Opportunities Policy, Volunteer and Staff Codes of Conduct and Conflict Transformation Process.
Volunteer agreement
· Provide a reference about the quality of your cooking and your abilities in the kitchen.
· Sign and agree to our Volunteer Code of Conduct and our Transforming Conflict Policy. By doing so you are helping to make our volunteer team a great place to be.
· Keep to all other policies and procedures, summarised in the volunteer handbook.
· Work only within the parameters of your volunteer role description. 
· Undertake training and updates. 
· Maintain the commitment you choose to make. 
· Communicate any needs or desired changes to your role with our Volunteer Coordinator.
Next steps
Complete and return an application to us, available as a paper copy and on our website. Please let us know if you need an alternative format or need assistance to complete an application. Please call us if there is anything else you need to know. We will then contact you to talk to you about your application, our organisation and the role/s you have applied for.
Contact us 
· Address. The Greenhouse at Barnes Close, Chadwich Manor Estate, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B61 0RA
· Email. volunteering@greenhouseatbarnesclose.org.uk
· Website. www.greenhouseatbarnesclose.org.uk  
· Tel. 01562 710278
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